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After the swearing-in of 77 new congressmen (among them the 18th district's William Thomas, 
above). House Speaker Eugene "Tip" O’Neill, Jr., obliged the freshmen representatives by pos- 
ing for a picture for the media - and for the folks back home. At right, Thomas' son Chris. 


Wyman and 

AINING CHIPS "IMMORAL," tfj&li Ak, IB 
INYO'S ASSEMBLYMAN URG- ’ 

ES A DWP LOT AUCTION 

/ 1 Assemblyman Wyman 

I VEN AS THE CITY OF LOS ----- 

M 1. Angeles began making moves that appeared 

1 J to indicate a basic change in land policy 
last week, it came to light that Inyo'3 assem¬ 
blyman, Phil Vfyraan, may have had a voice, if 
not an active hand, in DWP's change of position. 
It may have been one of "Hyman's not-unus- 
ual tell-it-like-it-is days when he confronted 
a City of Los Angeles lobbyist, Raymond E» Cor¬ 
ley, Jr., in Sacramento. Of his talk with Cor¬ 
ley, llfyman said this past week that he "urged" 
IMP to sell some of its Inyo County landhold¬ 
ings. "I *n on the transportation committee," 
he said. "Corley handles ’water, harbors and air¬ 
ports. I told him that this land-lease issue 
was the most glaring example of keeping people 
apart. The aqueduct can’t be stopped...but the 
thorns in our sides are the additional pumping 
and then these parcels of land that they use 
as bargaining chips. I told him I thought it 

(See WYMAN on Page 2) 


News Briefs 


■The COUNTY 


MANZANAR REVISITED - WITH A BILL FOR 
PAST WRONGS; BRIGHTER OUTLOOK FOR THE 
COUNTY'S CATTLEMEN; MINI-INTERVIEW AT 
LONE PINE HOSPITAL; AND THE "BOOK¬ 
THROWING" INCIDENT AT BIG PINE SCHOOL 

F rom cbs television reporter Bernard 

Goldberg, Eastern Sierra News Service 
last week learned that thousands of 
Japanese-Amerlcans, like those interned at 
(See NEWS BRIEFS on Page 2) 


Bernard Goldberg on Manzanar story. See Page 8. 





















WYMAN, Continued 

was immoral, that those lots should be auct¬ 
ioned.” 

And so, as the assemblyman suggests, it 
may be. Whether Wyman's words to Corley had 
anything to do with it or not has yet to be 
revealed, but last week there were some sur¬ 
prising developments in the county’s long¬ 
standing stalemate with DWP: 

Many county businessmen want the land 
on which their business houses, often life-long 
enterprises, are situated. And this past week 
the City of Los Angeles for the first time in 
recent memory, made some move toward accomo¬ 
dating them. The move might lead so far as 
a public auction of DWP 1 s non-agricultural 
leases in Inyo. 

As an opening gesture in the thaw of the 
Inyo-L.A. cold war, a committee of the Los An¬ 
geles City Council approved a 15-year lease to 
Bishop's Jim Nikolaus for a gasoline station. 
There was another report, locally, that the 
lease okayed by the city was for a Nikolaus 
"batch plant" for the manufacture of black-top, 
but a Nikolaus office spokesman refused to 
comment or confirm any of the DWP deal3o 

Meanwhile, too. County Administrator 
John K 0 Smith said that the Department of Wat¬ 
er and Power has offered to push for a prop¬ 
osed amendment to the Brovm Act that would al¬ 
low public auctions of commercial leases. The 
amendment would include a provision guarantee¬ 
ing the security of current leaseholders who 
might otherwise face the prospect of having 
their businesses sold out from under them; -they 
would be assured a 15-year lease if they them¬ 
selves were unable to buy the properties. 

It was at the past week's supervisorial 
meeting that Administrator Smith talked to 
DWP's Duane Georgeson. After the conversation. 
Smith reported DWP's move to approve the Nik¬ 
olaus lease(s) and the agreement to propose a 
Brown Act amendment. 

In a telephone conversation to Eastern 
Sierra News Service, Jackie Brainard, press 
secretary to L.A. City Councilman Z,ev Yaro¬ 
slavsky, said that DWP wants Inyo County to 
take the lead in pushing for the amendment, 
and that the councilman and DWP will support 
the move. 

"The only other alternative would be to 
amend the Los Angeles City Charter, which on¬ 
ly allows for public auctions guaranteeing no 
lease rights or preference of purchase by the 
lesseeo But that would demand an election and 
it would cost us money. Also, we don't want 
to open up all city land for purchase." 

Assemblyman Wyman, the first of Inyo's 
statehouse representatives to be so outspoken 
on DWP matters, said he had urged the city's 
lobbyist to press for auction of Inyo land 
"a couple of -weeks ago." And two weeks prior 
to that, no fewer than six state agencies had 
criticized DWP for its new environmental im¬ 
pact report on groundwater pumping. Specula¬ 
tion - and "speculation" is all that it is - 
now runs high about DWP's motives and just 
what pressures or agreements may have started 
the different tack that Inyo-L.A. affairs were 
taking. 

But few Inyo businessmen - many of whom 
are still stuck with the DWP's punitive five- 
year leases - were counting heavily on any 
immediate developments. Nor were they pinning 
their own business plans on sudden ownership 
of the land they have so long coveted. 

Page 2 


NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

Inyo's Manzanar during World War II, ’Till seek 
from the new congress billions of dollars in 
reparations. 

The congress will seriously consider the 
demand, which amounts to about $ 25,000 per pers¬ 
on, or a total of about $3 billion. The Japanese 
petitioners say the amount will cover in part 
the lasses incurred in 19U2 when, by executive 
decree, their property, bank accounts and other 
possessions were stripped from them when they 
were rounded up and put behind the barbed wire 
and guard towers like those existing at Manzan¬ 
ar. 

Talking to News-Letter Reporter Benett 
Kessler, Newsman Goldberg said the Manzanar 
and reparations story concerns far more than 
the issue of repayment of losses. He direct¬ 
ed her to John Tateishi, chairman of the Jap- 
anese-American Citizens League of San Fran¬ 
cisco, for more on the story: 

"Richard Nixon cited Manzanar as an ex¬ 
ample of executive power over constitutional 
guarantees in a time of threat to 'national 
security.' We want people to know that their 
constitution has frailties." 

Tateishi said that the present movement 
by war camp inmates asking congress for re¬ 
payment of internment losses involves more 
than monetary concerns. Be claimed that money 
is not the important part of the issue. "We 
want people to be aware of what happened, and 
that executive powers can be abused" (as in¬ 
deed they were during the NLxon administrat¬ 
ion.) Toward the end of the month Tateishi will 
go to Washington -where, he says, he has "good 
support" on capitol hill. But "congress is 
tightening its fiscal belt." 

Goldberg said that when he talked to Tate¬ 
ishi at San Francisco, he had asked him why the 
Japanese community had waited so long to bring 
its grievances before the congress, ^e 3 aid Tate¬ 
ishi told him that "It's been 35 years recover¬ 
ing from a state of shock." 

The Japanese also claim that their intern¬ 
ment was a pure and simple case of racism, point¬ 
ing out that although the United States was at 
war with Germany and Italy, neither Geriaan-Amer- 
icans nor Italian-Americans were interned. 

Manzanar was the first of several intern¬ 
ment camps, and at one time its barracks held up 
to 10,000 American citizens. 

For the story on CBS' coverage of the Man¬ 
zanar and reparations story, turn to Page 8. 


FOR THOSE WHO LIKE THEIR FOOD SERVED UP in an 
aura of plastic and neon, the week's news from 
the board of supervisors was cheering: The "Big 
Mac" is moving in to join in a kind of hamburger 
competition with Burger King, Jack-in-the-Bax 
and other "fast-food" outlets that already have 
made inroads on Inyo's gastronomical economy. 

For many years the scarcity of land, the 
more-or-less provincial attitude of the area, and 
other factors have kept the big chains out. The 
Golden plastic arches of McDonald's will rise, 
if all goes according to plan, just off Highway 
395 near Bishop's Brockman Lane. McDonald's holds 
an option to buy land there - if the sewer prob¬ 
lem is set aright. 

And toward that end the supervisors last 
week turned their; energies, especially after Mc¬ 
Donald's offered to put up the cash ($100,000), 
and then turn -the sewer system, a less-than-love- 
ly, but expensive, gift, over to the county. 

The supervisors wasted little time in ask¬ 
ing the district attorney to draw up a prelirain- 









ary agreement with McDonald's. It was an off¬ 
er they couldn't refuse. Among the growth¬ 
conscious supervisors there was little dis¬ 
sent, but there was one warning that cast a 
shadow over the prospect of the lcinky-raod 
golden Arch-itecture and resultant paper and 
plastic litter: 

Said Wilma Muth, a Bishop supervisor 
who may have to live with a McDonald's: "When 
a franchise moves in, money flows out of the 
county." Deputy D.A. Greg James agreed: "That 
is something to consider." But no one gave 
that very much serious thought. 

FOR INYO'S CATTLE PRODUCERS who annually ship 
about 10,000 head of cattle to market, -the 
drought-breaking moisture of 1978 provided a 
"good year." Before that, prices had plummet¬ 
ed to 29-38 cents per pound, but Inyo's on- 
the-hoof price had once again risen to a 
respectable 70-?2 cents. Said Bishop Rancher 
Jack Tatum whose own herd makes up a small 
portion of Inyo's total beef output: "There 
is a shortage now. It's just a matter of sup¬ 
ply and demand." 

That shortage that Tatum speaks of may 
bring the grocery store price of hamburger 
about 80 cents higher this year - or so it 
is claimed from Washington. Does Tatum think 
Washington's warning is accurate? "Don't be¬ 
lieve eveything you hear in the news," he 
said. "I don't think it will happen. Maybe a 
twenty-percent increase, but not as high as 
they're saying. Foreign imports will keep the 
prices down." 

As the prospects improve for the prod¬ 
ucer in 1979 , so too will most of Inyo's 
herdso The cattlemen are now trying to build 
the herds to pre-drought numbers. T&tum and 
many others reduced their livestock by 30— 
'nQ%, thanks more to low prices than to the 
drought. Now, there's a demand "for mother 
cows" which, according to Tatum, "you have to 
go far and wide to findo We vron't heal those 
four years right away, but we're on the road 
to recovery." 

Of -the total Inyo-Mono agriculture ec¬ 
onomy, cattle make up about $7 million per 
year. The cattlemen are expected to ship in 
1979 about the same number of head as last 
year. Other agricultural income to the two- 
county area is largely from the production 
of alfalfa or feed crops (about $3 million), 
with a minor contribution from the product¬ 


ion of honey and other miscellaneous produce. 


WEIGHED IN THE LIGHT OF WHAT OFFICIALS CALL 
Jarvis cut-backs, the addition of one county 
worker was no small accomplishment for New- 
ly-cle cted Public-Adminis trator-Public-Guard- 
ian Mary Ritter. Soon after she went to work 
in her new job (a first in Inyo), she ran in¬ 
to problems. And last week she told the sup¬ 
ervisors about them: 

"I am not able to do the job I was elec¬ 
ted for unless I can get an additional part- 
time clerk." 

And so it goes, employee-need vs. hir¬ 
ing freeze. The supervisors, after some dis¬ 
cussion, finally decided that Ms 0 Ritter's 
program should be included in the county's 
mental health plan in order to get state fund¬ 
ing for conservatorship work. But they'll look 
further into that. Meanwhile, the supervisors 
okayed a half-time employee and mentioned the 
possibility of separating the two roles of 
guardian and administrator. As John K. Smith, 
the county administrator, put it: "They are 
two different jobs, although that's not unus¬ 
ual. ^e deals with live people, the other 
with dead people." 

People, it seems, live and die, but the 
bureaucracy? It appears to be terminally alive. 

Indeed, terminally alive - and also act¬ 
ive, though sometimes working with a surpris¬ 
ing harmony: 

For once, at least, some federal and 
local issues have meshed with a lessened de¬ 
gree of mutual irritation. The Inland Counties 
Health Systems Agency (ICHSA), a regional ag¬ 
ency branching off from HEW, is to stage a 
"public forum" at Lone Pine in an effort to 
clear up a few things and to discuss some is¬ 
sues it sees as significant to Inyoans: "pri¬ 
mary health care and early detection of health 
problems." 

Translation from the bureaucratese: 

There seems to be a doctor shortage at Lone 
fine; what, if anything can we do about it, 
and how is your health if you're a Lone Pine 
area resident? 

Beading the local HSA office is Rick 
Smith who said that although he thinks that 
doctor care in Southern Inyo is "excellent," 
that there has been some talk lately that may¬ 
be there is not enough of it. u e said that is 

(NEWS BHIEFS continued. Page I4) 



A part of Inyo's current beef production grazing near Big Pine 

In the face of higher hamburger prices , "Don't believe everything you hear in the nems. 














...a few who know the value of finest 
quality and attentive personal service, 
who are accustomed to, and demand the 
very best - always. For these, Manor 
Market provides the level of quality 
that people of good taste always 
seek....Finest cuts of meats, farm- 
fresh produce, the best gourmet 
selections, many choices of 
the "right" wines and spir¬ 
its for every occasion. 

...For the few who 
know the best 
costs less! 


Good taste 
always wants 
the bestl 




1 Bishop’s finest foods and spirits « Imports « 3100 West Line Street 


Pace 4 


For a few... 


WATCH FOR THE "WINE 
BARREL" FORMAL ORE NTHG 


something that HEW "wants to address," as per 
directives and guidelines from Washington. 

In future months, his office will also 
take up, via public meetings, other issues 
HEW considers relevant to Inyo's interests: 
dental care, problems of the aged - and dom¬ 
estic violenceo The health care forum will be 
held at Lone Pine Town Hall on Thursday, Jan* 
25, at 7 p*m 0 

ALTHOUGH THERE APPEARED TO BE SOMETHING 0? 
a thaw in Inyo-L»A. relations (See TAfyman 
story, Page 1), the district attorney's off¬ 
ice at week's end was still in negotiation 
with attorneys for the City of Los Angeles 
trying to reach a settlement on Inyo's long¬ 
standing environmental impact report suit 
against the Department of Water and Power„ 

And in that issue, the county's administrat¬ 
or, John K* Smith, said "If the city is will¬ 
ing to develope a comprehensive water man 
agement plan for the valley and to expand 
its EIR to include this, we would drop the 
ElR suit. Aie s tate has been telling them to 
do this; they have to face the total prob¬ 
lem anyway, and they might as well get on 
with it*" 

Meanwhile, the county, long-experienc¬ 
ed in dealing with DVTP's infinite capacities 
for much talk and little action, is not bet- 

(NEWS BRIEFS continued on Page 11) 


on almckets 


Warm for winter. Stop in now and 
see these famous-name jackets: 

"TWIN PEAKS" 

"MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT" 

"BANANA" 

Save on these mid-winter discounts 


Going to the slopes? Get your equip¬ 
ment here and avoid the crowds and 
the long lines: SKI RENTALS 


(714) 873-5070 


DL TBik £ and Jdfioxt Jbhofzfiz 

1 ~ 72 . NORTH MAIN STREET 
BISHOP. CALIFORNIA 93514- 
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On our new bright screen... —^ 

SttR 

WOMlt. 
'TONIGHT! 


SUNDAY thru TUESDAY 


THE 

GREEK 

T YCOON 

An dbkco Films Production 
A Universal Release 


JANUARY 21-23 


Technicolor" 


• . «U Muv«*% «M U*»v| 


EVIL 

DOES NOT DIE... 

IT WAITS... 

TO BE RE-BORN... 

THE 

MHNITOU 


Jtts AVCO EMBASSY PICTURES Release 


Jan. 17-20: Comes a Horseman, Stingray 





IP 


hill i ^ ^ 


SHOWTIME 7 P.M. 
PHONE 873-3575 


BLUE 



DOT 


COME IN 
TODAY... 


SALE! 


LOOK FOR 
THE DOT 


FIND THE BLUE DOT ATTACHED TO ITEMS OF 
TOP NAME MERCHANDISE. WHERE YOU FIND IT, 
YOU'LL GET SUBSTANTIAL SAVINGS! 

(20-Yr. 

warranty) 


SIMMONS 
BEAUTYREST 


Famous LA-Z-BOY Chairs 

HIDE-A-BED 



■CALL' 


873-4698 


SERVING THE HIGH SIERRA SINCE 1950 

Rendon furniture 
l^lpfwlsterij Company 

IN THE BANK OF AMERICA PARKING LOT 
175 E. PINE BISHOP 

Member Bishop, Mono Chambers of Commerce 


\ , / 
\ 1 / 


/ 


/ 
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The most complete 
local and area 
news coverage in the 
Eastern High Sierra 
at 7:05, 8:05, 12:05 and 5:05 
immediately following 
UPI world news... 


(We figure you want to 
know what's really 
going on - everywhere!) 


STEREO FM 100 

















































































































20% SALE** 
hand-wovens 


through 
Jan. 31 


Kristin Bergstad 
-weaver 

124 W. Market St. 


8734924 V ^ 2587 W. Une Bishop 



HI MOUNTAIN 




" RENTALS 


* > 



"v 


V'Ax. 

John Boothe 

•T * > ^ 


SEWER EQUIPMENT 

FOR YOUR CONNECTION 

• SEWER PIPE CUTTERS •TEST PLUGS 

•TRENCHER ©BACK HOE 

• DUMP TRUCK *MISC. PLUMBING TOOLS 

GARDEN EQUIP: ROTO TILLERS, LAWN MOWERS, 
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CAR AND HOME STEREOS 


Ex clu s ive! y_~ 

140 Whitney Alley - Bishop 

® Telephone 873-6550 


M ° r q^k r “ervUe on breakfast: 


The= 



CAFE 


ON HIGHWAY 395 * INDEPENDENCE 


The latest in music, news, sports. You're #1 with us ! 



Kies 

THE GREATEST COUNTRY IN THE WORLD... 

John Hemler 




Mike Bradley 



SERVING THE 

SOUTHEASTERN HIGH SIERRA 

THE GREATEST COUNTRY IN THE WORLD 


BISHOP 1230AM 

□omn 


P .O. BOX 757 714 873-6324 
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The man from CBS News 
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News- 

Letter 


From San Francisco, the CBS 
television network flew in one 
of its top reportorial hands a- 
board the Sierra Pacific flight 
to Bishop last week. Bernard 
Goldberg, a frequent newscaster 
on Walter Cronkite 's "Evening 
Neiws, " was going to Manzanar 
to do a piece on the Japanese 
request for "reparations" for 
the internees at Manzanar and 
other internment camps of 1942. 
Miffed over a luggage mixup, 
he went first into town to buy 
a shirt and tie he hoped would 
prove suitable for his on-cam¬ 
era appearance. 






Using car hood as a desk, Goldberg works on script 


Arriving at Manzanar 
in a hurriedly-rent¬ 
ed car, Goldberg was 
met by Cameraman Fred 
Gay ton and Soundman 
Roosevelt Walker of 
CBS ' Los Angeles of- 
fice 3 and by Benett 
Kessler , one of 
Channel 2 r s corres¬ 
pondents in Inyo, 
who served as a guide 
for the crew . Gold¬ 
berg went immediate¬ 
ly to workj directing 
the pictures he want¬ 
ed for his story that 
had begun in San 
Francisco. 


; 
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From awkward posture, Gayton focuses on Japanese grave marker 
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‘Where is 
this place ?’ 

"The Owens Valley, " re¬ 
plied Kessler. 

"No. I mean how would 
I say it so somebody, say, 
in New York would know 
where it is.." 

"Eastern California, 
just east of the High Si¬ 
erra . " 

"Perfect, " said Gold¬ 
berg, and made a notation 
on his script. He turned 
to Gay ton. "Where will we 
do the stand-up shot, here 
at the monument, or back 
out on the highway at the 
entrance gate?" Gayton 
paused, shrugged. "Okay, 
maybe the entrance gate. 
More people have seen that 
and it may be a better 
scene, back where we • 

started the shot..." The 
crew returned to their 
cars, drove the mile-or- 
so to Manzanar's old 
guard station. Goldberg 
checked his makeup and 
used a hairspray against 
a slight wind. Gayton 
said "You'll need a 
coat. We got snow in one 
of the shots, and it all 
looks cold." 
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Photos: John Heston 
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Gayton focuses on Reporter Goldberg 
He and Soundman Walker make up one 
of scores of CBS f s television crews based 
around the world 3 ready to go to practic¬ 
ally any place on short notice . 
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The ‘standup’ 
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For "reparations" story, i 
see NEWS BRIEFS. 
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t^^l. Millions, after 
V" all, will be 
I fc wa tching, and 
S*f§§ network report¬ 
ers must pay 
meticulous at¬ 
tention to ac¬ 
curacy, detail, 
and even pers¬ 
onal appearance. 
Their credibil¬ 
ity, their "im¬ 
pact, " and al¬ 
so their per¬ 
sonal careers 
are at stake. 
Goldberg asked 
for, and got, 
four "takes" 
before he was 
satisfied. 
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It’s new. 

Give us a try. 


I 



AM 600 


LOCAL NEWS ON KNYO 
8 AM 
NOON 
4:35 PM 

ABC information radio network 
Every hour on the half hour 


^ BODOgBOOggQOeQagOOeOODOOgOeOBOOOBQOOOBaOPBQBOOOBOQOOOOeOOQOfl* 


LLOYD’S DECLARES 




N INFLATION ! 


c<3 

/! 


We're tired of high prices, too! So we're v 
cutting them to the bone. Take advantage 
of thgse discounts in our big JANUARY SALE! SS 






COME IN AND SEE THESE INFLATION-FIGHTER SPECIALS: 


Men's and ladies' WESTERN SHIRTS AND PANTS 

WINTER CAPS 

ALL LINED SLIPPERS 


INFLATION WAR COUNTER-SALE: 


LADIES' SHOES HALF-PRICE! 

Men's and ladies' COWBOY BOOTS: All brands 10% OFF 

...And listen for Lloyd's daily specials 
advertised on KNYO Radio, 600 AM 


‘7&6ere Sverq. (^udtomc'i 
'Setotued a 'pxicact'' 


SHOES • WESTERN WEAR 
SADDLERY 

LOME PINE, CALIF. 93545 


In Inyo, home 
of the new 
'Western Look 


876-4371 
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"SKULL" 

FRAGMENT 


Sheriff's deputies 
last week were in¬ 
vestigating a bone 
fragment resembling 
a human skull found 
by a teen-age boy 
at the rear of this 
lot adjacent the 
Bishop DWP yard. 
Sheriff &loyd Bar¬ 
ton said he may 
get a laboratory 
examination of the 
hone. No other 
bones were found. 


NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

ting any of its big chips on the vague poss¬ 
ibility of a positive response from DWP. Ev¬ 
en while county officials view with some 
hope the apparent changes in some DVTP policy, 
they are continuing to prime their big gunsj 
The county’s attorneys are writing a 
county groundwater pumping ordinance, a law 
which, if adopted by the board as it probab¬ 
ly would be, would control all water taken 
from Inyo's underground for export to other 
areas. There remains a fair chance that even 
if DWP chooses to talk serious business with 
the county, that the administration may re¬ 
serve the right to pass such an ordinance 
anyway. 

_ In other DWP developments, there was 

I-1 


THE 

SIMPLEST! 



Learn how to take 

great pictures 

in 42 seconds 

with the new Pentax ME. 


Come in for a 42-Second demonstration of the 
world's smallest, lightest, easiest-to-use, fully 
automatic 35mm single lens reflex camera—today. 


Phillips Camera House 

186 No. MAIN BISHOP 

PHONI t7l-») 072-0877 


still further evidence of DWP's softening of 
policy, even in the face of groundwater ord¬ 
inances o 

The department suddenly approved two 
leases sought by the county - long-term ones 
that assure a 25-year hold on Diaz Lake, one 
of the county's more important recreational 
attractions, and also on the Lone Pine air¬ 
port. Passed by the Board of ^ater and Power 
Commissioners, the two lease approvals then 
went to the L.4. city council's land and ener¬ 
gy committee. Assuming that the city council 
acts, as usual, along DWP's recommended lines, 
then approval of t he leases is probably up 
for an easy rubber-stamp okay. Heartening news 
to the county administration, and some evidence 
that its own hard-line policies have been work¬ 
ing. 

As for the two leases, grant monies are 
almost immediately available for improvements 
once the longer terms are granted. For Diaz, 
improvements will mean expansion of needed 
camping areas, and, for the airport, lighted 
runways for night-time needs of flyers. The 
county has worked toward the long—tern leases 
for more than three years, and although DWP 
will not admit it, the holdup has been DWP's 
hope t hat the granting of county requests 
might be used as leverage in the ongoing EIR 
lawsuit. 

WHEN, THANKS TO JARVIS, THE COUNTY DROPPED 
its skunk control program, the skunks moved 
in - in alarming numbers. And the man who once 
took care of many of Inyo's skunk problems 
lives under an unending barrage of calls from 
skunk-infested residents. If skunk-trapper 
Ron Simms of Bishop could handle it for the 
county then, as they reason, why not now as a 
private contractor? But Simms has other inter¬ 
ests, such as his taxideray business, and no 
insurance to cover skunk-catching activities 
as he had when in the county's employ. 

Simms says he has had at least 50 tel¬ 
ephone calls since tie county cancelled its 
skunk-trapping program - and the calls con¬ 
tinue to come in. 

When the program ended for lack of 
funds — or because funds were diverted to oth¬ 
er county priorities - Simms was catching and 
removing for irate and odiferized complain¬ 
ants more than 200 animals each year 0 He says 
he can see where skunks are going to be "a 
real problem, especially this coming summer." 

(NEVUS BRIEFS continued on Page 16) 
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Deadly invader - 

THE DESERT KILLER HALOGETON IS ALREADY HERE. GIVEN THE 
FREEDOM TO SPREAD UNOPPOSED, IT COULD DESTROY INYO'S 
VULNERABLE DESERTLANDS, BUT THE DEFENDERS ARE AT WORK. 


Prior to 1935, the poisonous weed Halogeton, a weed 
capable of killing even other plantSj was nowhere to be 
found in the United States. But sometime during the mid¬ 
thirties it appeared here, an import from Asia that ar¬ 
rived by means as yet undiscovered. Since then, it has in¬ 
vaded most of the Western United States with disastrous 
results, and it is now gaining a strong roothold far in¬ 
side the borders of Inyo and Mono Counties. "It is bad 
news, " confesses Agricultural Commissioner Ed Hale, "and 
I'm not at all sure we can keep it out." 




County Agricultural Commissioner Ed Hale at his Bishop office 

"There will be more next year because of all the rain." 



Where Halogeton grows 
no other plant life 
exists, and it gains 
ground where the land 
has been "disturbed, " 
as in the case of grad¬ 
ing, excavating - and 
where other plants are 
weakened - as they are 
by groundwater pumping. 
Halogeton kills cattle 
when, finding no 
better fodder, they in¬ 
gest it in even small 
quantities. Hale has 
mapped its presence in 
Inyo County, locating 
more than half a dozen 
outbreaks. 



Halogeton's stages of growth and development 

Photos released through the California Department of Agriculture show Halogeton 
in green stage (above right), its blooms (above), and its spread into rangeland. 


At present, it would appear that the 
Halogeton outbreaks in Inyo - near Dar¬ 
win, Benton, Independence and other ar¬ 
eas - are under control. But Hale is cer¬ 
tain that rains will bring dormant seeds 
to life next Spring. He and "gust one 
helper" have burned what they could find, 
and Caltrans workers "are very cooperat¬ 
ive." Some botanists fear that other 
plantlife, weakened by groundwater pump¬ 
ing, will give way to Halogeton, a weed 
"with a built in herbicide" that kills 
other vegetation. Its seeds are sometimes 
carried in mud on trucks and cars. 



Halogeton takeover in nearby Nevada 
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- (JVotes Trom B. K? - 

SOLVING THE DWP ENERGY CRISIS.. .or...MORE THAN 0!EE WAY TO STREP THE TREES 
from the ^Vrens Valley, Still more reports of chain-saw-happy DWP crews. Six 
or more department employees drove to Walnut and School Streets at Big fine 
in the not-too-distant past - on a Sunday, the day off, of course - bringing 
trucks and saws, Down came 10 trees, most of them live. The Yorkers cut the 
trees into fireplace and stove size wood and loaded it all on the trucks as 
residents there stood by in disbelief. Lots of Locust and Walnut trees. Meai>- 
while, it came to light that an LA DWP official was in Inyo on other business 
and was heard joking with some DWP workers - asked if he could have a load of 
firewood to take back to his home fireplace in LA. 

■JHHfr 

AND WHILE THE WATER COMPANY INFUCTS ITS HARMS ON US, DWP IS HAVING SOME TROUBLES OF ITS OWN: 
A reliable source tells us (a source close enough to the action to know) that there is an in¬ 
creasing amount of infighting among the DWP top brass. Word has it that Duane Georgeson, the 
nominal head of the aqueduct system, is in fact no longer calling the shots - that DWP's gen¬ 
eral manager, Lou Winnard, has taken over that power spot. 

•SBBr 

NOW IT CAN BE TOID: John "Duke" Wayne is recovering, as most of us who keep in touch with the 
news already know, from major surgery. When he was here several months ago to film a series 
of commercials, the signs of future problems were already in evidence. On location out at 
Alabama Hills "Movie Road," he was having serious difficulties. Even while we were talking 
to him, he had trouble breathing. He turned angrily on a photographer (not our's) when the 
photo man began taking pictures of Wayne suffering a severe nosebleed. We were asked not to 
photograph the makeup man who was trying to cover the strain on Wayne's face, "Look,'" said 
the press relations man, "We're not trying to hide anything, but Mr. Wayne is not well, and 
we'd appreciate it if you not bring out that part of it." We obliged, '•['hen the commercials 
for Great Western appeared on the big stations. Face it, they're terrible; '^ayne looks bad. 

At mid-week, bad news from the doctors: Some cancerous cells remain. The future? Unclear. 

-SttBJ- 

VERY PLEASANT PEOPLE DEPARTMENT: At 8l years young he's still busy as ever. 
With his wife, Hattie, Fred Schaefer still actively operates the historic 
old YE.nneduir.ah Hotel at Independence, They've run the place since shortly 
after it was built more than half-a-century ago, and raised a family there, 
Fred came from Ohio 52 years ago to manage the place, and they later bought 
ito For years, they also operated the old Winnedumah coffee shop, now clos¬ 
ed. If things get "real busy" nowadays, they get some help from their two 
sons, Fred and Bobo This week, the whole family went up to "the Club" at Big 
Fine to celebrate Mr. Schaefer's 8lst birthday. Included in the dinner party 
were the Schaefer's five grandchildren. All in all, one of the county's most 
attractive families. Our best wishes and the hope for many more for this VPP. 

BACK FOR A FOUR-WEEK GIG: "Connor and Dalton," the two man show that has practically pre-emp¬ 
ted dancing at Bishop's Whiskey Creeko Music and good comedy, we're told; better than danc¬ 
ing on W.C.'s dime-sized dancefloor,. They appeared last summer at the Paradise. 

ST¬ 
ROLLER SKATENG IS BACK IN A BEG WAY. It has its hazards. Realtor Dottie Bonnefin is recover¬ 
ing from a bad knee injury that could call for surgery. As the return to the wheels gains 
momentum, sporting goods outlets are reporting brisk sales of skates. Sales of skateboards, 
meanwhile, are taking a dive 0 

MORE VERY PLEASANT PEOPLE: Whistler and Margaret Hurd and Bob and Helen Georgeo Seen greet¬ 
ing their friends with big hellos while dining out the other eve. They're partners in Sierra 
Construction Company. 

w 

CHARLIE HAPKE, THE FORMER SOUTHERN INYO HOSFETAL ADMINISTRATOR, denies he wants his old job 
back, but may be interested if he's called. "I don't plan to submit an application. If I 
would go for the job, I would want to talk to the board and the doctors and ask them some 
questions." Any chance of him being contacted for the job? Not much, says a hospital board 
insider. 

THEY CAN CALL IT THE WATER UTILITY HALL OF FAME, but in this case it comes across more like 
a rogue's gallery. L.A.'s famed William Mulholland was recently raised to "Hall of Fame" 
status. After all, he made a fortune along with his cronies in bringing water to L.A. - by 
ripping off the valley here. What they failed to mention was that he and some other DWP 
higher-ups were also directly responsible for the deaths of hundreds thanks to the poor eng¬ 
ineering they okayed on at least two reservoir dams there, 

MAY ALL YOUR OWN DAMS HOLD...AND MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS EVERY DAY.... 




- Sincerely, 









FORUM . 

your view 


The Inyo County News-Letter welcomes letters and comment 
relevant to current issues. The editors will publish 
here those views concisely stated and considered 
timely. Letters and statements should be address¬ 
ed to PO Box 531, Independence 93526. The editors remind News-Letter's readers 
that the publication of a letter on this page does not necessarily imply either the editors 
agreement with its content or their guarantee of its accuracy. 



FOR THE COUNTY'S COPS, 

JUST A WAVE MAY MEAN A LOT 

To the Editor: 

Recently the news media covered a sto¬ 
ry regarding an alleged series of legal im¬ 
proprieties involving a former deputy sher¬ 
iff of Inyo County 0 

That individual’s guilt or innocence 
will be determined within the system of jus¬ 
tice* 

What I am truly dismayed about is the 
incredible amount of slanderous comments di¬ 
rected toward law enforcement officers in the 
Inyo County area in general, evidently trig¬ 
gered by these news stories 0 

I would therefore like to share with 
your readers some personal views, based on 
objective observations as a broadcast journ¬ 
alist for over 16 years in California before 
being called to the ministry* 

As a former professional newsman I am 
all-too-well aware of the fact that "bad 
news” or "sensational news" sells papers, 
and gets a boost for a broadcast journalist's 
"ratings." 

I am also aware of tie fact that "good 
news" does not generate that kind of inter¬ 
est* 

Looking at law enforcement statewide 
in general, and in Inyo County in particular, 
the good news is that in spite of a few "bad 
cops" making the headlines, the overwhelming 
majority of law enforcement officers are a- 
mong tiie most overworked, underpaid, and yet 
dedicated public servants in the United 
States. 

As a newsman and an investigative re¬ 
porter I personally worked on a case involv¬ 
ing an apparent unlawful death of an Inyo 
County teenager at the hands of a law en¬ 
forcement officer in the San Bernardino area 
some years ago. The state attorney general's 
office concurred in the results of my inves¬ 
tigation and that case is now in litigation 
in the San Bernardino courts* 

In spite of this, I have maintained, 
and still do, that the California Highway 
Patrol is the finest law enforcement agency 
anywhere. 

Locally, I believe the Inyo County CHP 
detachment typifies the high standards of 
dedication, commitment and service to the 
public that has made the CHP admired and re¬ 
spected worldwide* 

Our Inyo County Sheriff's Office, with 
but one or two obvious exceptions, is anoth¬ 
er example of an extraordinary group of ov¬ 
erworked, underpaid and dedicated public 
servants* They, like their state counter¬ 
parts, have exhibited a commitment to the 
highest standards of their profession. The 
"good news" stories the public doesn't al¬ 
ways hear about, or does, but conveniently 
forgets, are the countless acts of heroism 
displayed by these officers in saving lives, 
at a personal risk far above and beyond the 
call of duty, devoting much of their person- 
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al time to working wiih youngsters in so many 
ways. 

Countless stories, too, of officers buy¬ 
ing a hungry kid a meal or finding him a place 
to stay when it is needed. 

Unfortunately, too, all those frequent 
stories of officers who gave the ultimate, sac¬ 
rifice in the performance of their duties so 
that we the citizens can enjoy the personal 
safety and security we all-too-often take for 
granted. While we sleep soundly, those dedi¬ 
cated officers literally take their lives in 
their hands when they make a traffic stop in 
the barren and desolate areas of this county. 

Speeding tickets would be a lot easier 
to understand if.those who receive them could 
see the senseless carnage on our highways 
caused by the throttle-happy driver, the drunk 
driver and the reckless driver. 

The innocent children and adults who 
become the "statistics" because of the crim¬ 
inally negligent operation of motor 1 vehicles 
number almost 50,000 a year nationwide. 

This letter could go on and on, but what 
I am trying.to say is we should all thank God 
for the vast majority of law enforcement off¬ 
icers we have serving us throughout our state 
and particularly here in the Owens Valley. It 
is indeed a "thin blue line" and they deserve 
our whole-hearted support. 

You know a great way to say "thanks" to 
all of them is as simple as waving as they 
drive by. I've never seen one who didn't smile 
and wave back. 

- Bob Harke, pastor 
Christ's Chapel 
of the -Pacific, 
Lone fine 

(Editor's note: Amen, pastor.) 

SPARE THE ROD - AND 
GIVE 'EM POETRY? 

Dear Editors, 

People in this county seem to have prob¬ 
lems in raising their children, and in (decid¬ 
ing) when and when not to strike a child* I 
would like to know if you don't strike him 
when you're angry, would you hit him -when 
you're happy? Here's a little poem that might 
answer the question: When do you? I am a mo¬ 
ther of three and I do not believe in "Spare 
the rod and spoil the child"] 

Never strike your 1 child in anger; 

Never hit him when irate, 

Put save it for some happy time. 

When both are feeling great. 

Save it for some pleasant bedtime. 

And when you tuck him in his crib, 

Clinch your fist and let him have it, 

^r better - choke him with his bib. 

Or wait until a Sunder morning; 

Try to catch him at his prayers. 

And as he whispers "God bless Dada," 

Kick him neatly down the stairs. 

Or how about a Happy Birthday, 

When friends and laughter fill the house. 












Then bash him with a cake you’ve 

lettered: 

"Greetings to the Little Louse." 

Or how about a family outing, 

A Sunday morning at the zoo; 

When it's time to feed the lions, 
Supplement with You Know Who, 

Or take him with you on an airplane 
(The Family Plan's the cheapest way). 

And when it reaches cruising level, 

Tell him to "Go out and play 0 " 

Although he breaks a Wedgewood platter, 
Spills your Bourbon on the floor, 

"Never strike your child in anger," 

It isn't civilized any more. 

It makes the child feel insecure 
Yftien parents strike or even shove, 

BUT YOU CAN DO HIM IN COMPLETELY, 

AS LONG AS IT'S DONE WITH LOVE. 

- Shirley Jacobs 
Lone Pine 

(Editor's note: And if he still doesn't 
straighten up, give him the unkindest out 
of all: Make him read some of Mommy 's po¬ 
etry. ) 

-iBBf- 

DWP's METERS: A NON-FRIVOLOUS QUESTION 
ABOUT ACCURACY AND HONESTY 
Hi 1 

I hate to open a letter with the salu¬ 
tation "Dear Sir or Madame" which I would 
have to do since I don't know whether Heston 
or Kessler is editor. I like "Hi" better, 
anyway. 

I am writing to inform you that I have 
just written m supervisor, Johnny Johnson, 
to enquire who inspects our electric meters 
and soon-to-be-used water meters for accura¬ 
cy. 

There is a sealer of weights and meas¬ 
ures to insure that gasoline pumps give the 
purchaser the amount of fuel for which he is 
paying, and I have seen such seals on butch¬ 
ers' scales. 

I believe this is a valid question in 
view of the DWP's past statements about the 
excessive use of water - measured I believe 
by the DWP at the pump - by the residents of 
Lone Pine, Big Pine and Independence. 

I believe their statement was that our 
use was excessive in comparison with the wa¬ 
ter use by residents of Los Angeles. 

I assure you, my request for informat¬ 
ion is not frivolous. 

- William Jo Bauer 
Lone Pine 

(Editor's note: Hi, yourself. The editor 
is -a he - a he tliat seriously doubts (in 
view of past proven lies) practically any¬ 
thing that DWP says or does when it comes 
to Owens Valley's money. (DWP is now cut¬ 
ting down Inyo 's trees, what 's left of 
them, to haul to the fireplaces of DWP of¬ 
ficials in LA.) News-Letter cannot answer 
your question, but it hopes that somebody, 
maybe Johnson, will. Meanwhile, the Bauer 
letter brings to mind the words of an old 
song: 

"How come you believed me when 

I said that I loved you - 

When you know I 've been a liar 

All my life?") 


"ADMINISTRATIONS" WITH AN "S" CLARIFIED 
BY A FORMER HOSPITAL ADMINISTRATOR 
Dear Editor: 

Page it of your News-Letter for January 
8 , 1979 reports the resignation of Mr<> Mer- 
lyn Pinney as administrator of Southern Inyo 
Hospital. 

There are two statements in the article 
which I believe it is proper for me to comment 
thereon: 

"During his tenure the hospital had 
been wracked by financial and morale difficult¬ 
ies many of which Pinney inherited from prev¬ 
ious administrations," and<>». 

"Moneywise the hospital always had a 
problem." 

Inasmuch as "previous administrations" 
is plural, I feel that the statements refer 
to my administration from July 15, 1959, to 
January 8, 1973, as well as the administrat¬ 
ion of my successor from 1973 to 1977. 

Official audits, on file far public in¬ 
spection, definitely shew that the hospital 
did not have "money problems" during the 1960's 
and the years 1970, 1971 and 1972 0 And that 
when I resigned as administrator in 1973 the 
hospital had a fairly good-sized bank account 
after all bills-payable were paid. 

The official records show that the hos¬ 
pital almost always ran "in the black" on its 
business operations revenues during those many 
years and that district property taxes were 
almost exclusively used for purchasing new e- 
quipment and not diverted to subsidize "red 
ink operating deficits." 

This type of district hospital business 
management is recommended in Section 32125 of 
California Health & Safety Code. 

Examples of such purchases: In 1967, the 
tax monies were used to purchase much needed 
new General Electric X-ray equipment for about 
$1*9,000. In 1968 the present fine lobby was 
built to replace the old small lobby and the 
business office was enlarged for about $62,- 
000. No bond issues were involved. 

In 1969 Blue Cross commenced releasing 
comparative cost figures for all hospitals in 
the three rural counties of Iryo, Kings and 
Tulare. Official Blue Cross records shoe* that 
Southern Inyo Hospital was ranked as the "low¬ 
est cost" hospital in the three counties for 
the three consecutive years of 1970, 1971 and 
1972. If there were any serious employee-mor¬ 
ale problems Then I left in January, 1973, it 
is my belief that neither the board of direct¬ 
ors or the medical staff had been informed of 
it. 

Thank you for giving me the privilege 
to respond to the two statements made in the 
hospital article referred to above 0 

- Charles L. Hapke 
Lone line 

(Editor's note: Former Hospital Adminis¬ 
trator Hapke (who says he is not actively 
seeking a reappointment as a replacement for 
Mr. Pinney) presented as supporting evidence 
of his claim copies of hospital financial re¬ 
cords for the years he mentions. These tend 
to indicate that indeed his administration 
and that of his immediate successor managed 
to keep the now-troubled hospital "in the 
black," and that difficulties arose after¬ 
ward - when the hospital set upon its expans¬ 
ion program.) 


•s** 
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Firewood-loaded 
DWP pickup 
parked at Lone 
Pine. 


Photo: Benett Kessler 


A recent homeowner's lawsuit charging that moonlighting DWP employees cut and strip trees 
for firewood - this under the pretense of fire safety - has touched off a number of other 
complaints about DWp tree-cutting in the less-than-green Owens Valley. Last week it was 
reported that a Los Angeles DWP official suggested that a DWP employee furnish a load of 
firewood for the official's own fireplace in Los Angeles, and there were other complaints 
of discomfortingly large numbers of trees falling to chain-saws on DWP properties for the 
personal use of employees and, presumably, DWP officials. If the claims left any questions 
about depradations, this photo taken last week at Lone Pine dispelled any lingering doubt; 
the truck was clearly loaded with trimmed firewood and it was definitely not on its way to 
any county dump. Wot all of DWP's firewood was going for versonal use, however: At Indep¬ 
endence, the member of a DWP lot-clearing crew said the limbs were being cut to firewood 
lengths for use at "the Fourth of July barbecue." There may be more suits to decide, fin¬ 
ally, ,just who owns the wood taken from private properties in DWP's tree-trimming. For now, 
DWP's customers must ultimately foot the bill for manpower, trucks, tools, fuel and equip¬ 
ment used in stripping the valley of its trees to fill the DWP fireplaces. Meanwhile, a de¬ 
partment spokesman, Assistant Engineer Lloyd Anderson, said "If it's happening, it is not 
condoned by the department; it is not our policy to allow employees to use department e- 
quipment in such a practice." 


NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

Some of the skunk outbreaks are not reserved 
for summer; during the winter, when many of 
them sleep most of the time, they will awake 
in much the same way that many humans do - 
grumpyo Then they will fight, usually under a 
house where they make nests, and spray each 
other and everything else 0 

And where did NEWS BRIEFS get all its 
skunk information? You probably guessed: A 
reporter was getting complaints from a rent¬ 
er about skunks under a rent house. The re¬ 
porter called Simms for help. Some folks, 
like the reporter, try mothballso 


THE MAN WHO REFUSED TO SIGN AN OATH OF AL- 
legiance when he was hired - and consequently 
fired - in the CETA program, remains off-lim¬ 
its to CETA. Richard Kraft, who was hired to 
a painter's helper position then discharged 
soon after he went to work because of the 
oath issue, took the matter to a grievance 
committee. Last week, the committee held a 
hearing on Kraft's complaint and, after hear¬ 
ing the available facts, decided to stick by 
the county's no-oath-no-job policy. Now that 
he has been turned down by the committee, 
Kraft has one more right of appeal - to the 
CETA office at Sacramento. Kraft himself said 
he would like to take the issue "clear to a 
federal court," but so far he has made.no 
progress in that direction. 

AND IF SACRAMENTO MUST LOOK INTO HIRING mat¬ 
ters it may also be looking into a school in¬ 
cident at Big Fine. The parents of a Big Pine 
student, Cindi Joy, 16, may take their com¬ 
plaint about a Big Fine teacher directly to 
the state board of education. Cindi's mother, 
Marie Joy, angrily charges that English Tea- 
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cher Norm Milleron "threw a book" at her 
daughter. She further claims that Milleron 
has demonstrated anger and assault in previ¬ 
ous classroom incidents, all of which Mill¬ 
eron only partly denies. 

The current incident arose in a class 
attended by Cindi, in which she was asked to 
spell a word. According to her mother, she 
misspelled the word twice and ^eacher Miller- 
on became angry and "threw a book" at her. 

"The book" turned out to be an absentee 
pad, but it was described by other students 
as a "think heavy one 0 " 

Ms. Joy met wlth school officials, ad¬ 
mitting that Daughter Cindi was "more embar¬ 
rassed than hurt." ^afcer, she told a report¬ 
er that a school board member said that the 
teacher had been previously warned about 
such outbreaks. 

Is Cindi a student with a discipline 
problem? "No," says Ms. Joy firmly. "Here in 
the community I get compliments about her. I 
know where she is at nights...but she does 
have something of a learning problem: it be¬ 
gan after she was in the hospital at Saugus 
with her arm broken in l£ places. The after¬ 
shocks of the earthquake down there scared 
her; she is very sensitive, and since then 
she had some trouble in learning. But when we 
moved up here things got better." 

As for the previous complaints, Ms. Joy 
said that she "had talked to people," that 
they had told her about incidents "a couple 
of years ago when he slammed a girl against a 
wall and threw a book at another girl." She 
says that she filed no complaint against the 
teacher, but instead, called her husband 
(They are separated) for instruction. "He 
said his lawyers told him to take the matter 
to the state board of education, arri that he 


















could demand an investigation. He can even 
withold his property tax - putting it in a 
trust fund - until he gets an investigation.” 

Contacted about the incident, School 
Superintendent Dean Crechriou said "You've 
heard an exaggeration. It's been handled in¬ 
ternally. It was not a book; it was an absen¬ 
tee pad tossed, and it hit the student. If 
anything, it was dene in a joking manner. 

There was no anger involved to the best of 
my determination." Asked about Milleron's 
"previous" incidents, Crech¬ 
riou recounted a conversat¬ 
ion with Ms. Joy. "I told her 
that he has changed consider¬ 
ably, that he is much more 
involved with the students, 
much more positive." 

Mi Heron himself denied 
that anger was involved in 
the incident, or even that 
the book hit the girl. 

"It's one of those 
things that is hard to talk 
about," he said. "It was all 
so sudden and difficult to 
relate to. It was a small 
thing done in a joking man¬ 
ner." 

What did he throw? 

"An attendance pad, 
five by seven inches. It did 
not hit the kid at all; it 
hit the wall, behind her. She 
couldn't see my face. It hap¬ 
pened behind the movie proj- Hospital official 
ector in back of the room 0 "Meeting payrolls 

"She took it too seri- _ 


ber to the hospital board, a resignation of 
an administrator — and now, things may be 
finally looking better at Lone Fine's recent¬ 
ly troubled Southern Inyo Hospital. Last week, 
W. Paul Payne, newly-elected board member and 
the member chosen as board president, agreed 
to a brief mini-interview concerning what is 
happening in the Southern Iryo Hospital situ¬ 
ation. 

N-L: What about the rumors of morale 


s Jerry Zeutius and W. Paul Payne in interview 
and paying our bills" with a 5% rate increase 

Photo: John Heston 


ously, a big overplay." And how about other 
complaints in the past? Had the school board 
in fact warned him previously? 

"That's what happened in the past," said 
the teacher. "This wasn't anything parallel 
to that." 

And did he in fact have some problems 
in the past? 

"I'm not saying that is or is not true. 
Everybody has problems in the past. I'm not 
the same person who came here in 1971. 

"I think the mother is in error* ^ut she 
didn't bother to get my side of the story. I 
am surprised that a small joke was blown up." 

Crechriou characterizes the English 
teacher as "a good teacher." He said he has 
looked into the incident and that witnesses 
- other students - suggest to him that the 
book incident may have been in an atmosphere 
of "joking." 

In the community, Milleron is associat¬ 
ed with the "Outward Bound" program for youth, 
a program in which young people are taken on 
rigorous mountain treks to teach them devel¬ 
opment of character and self-sufficiency. He 
also serves as a member of the county's 
Search and Rescue team. 

Will Joy then take the issue to the 
state for a full-blown investigation? She 
said she will leave that up to Cindi's fath¬ 
er in Newhall. 

Meanwhile, Cindi is "sitting out" two 
classes at Big Pine High School, classes 
taught by Milleron. Ms. Joy said "We all ag¬ 
reed that it was not best for her to attend 
those classes with Aileron right now." 


THERE WAS AN ELECTION WHICH NAMED A NEW MEM- 


age' at the hospital? 

WPP: I don't think there's a basis for 
those rumors. We have an open door policy 
now. I'm here on Sundays to talk with the pub¬ 
lic, and no one has come in with a complaint 
so far. 

N-L: How are the finances? 

WPP: We're meeting payrolls and paying 
our bills. 

N-L: What about the general atmosphere? 

WPP: It's improving...because of a dif¬ 
ferent attitude of employees and the new act¬ 
ing administrator, Jerry Zeutiuso 

N-L: What about the board's new budget 
and finance committee? What are they doing? 

WPP: They're investigating financial 
problems. The board has authorized an adjust¬ 
ment of hospital rates, approximately a 5% 
increase. It's important for cash flow. 

N-L: How about the hospital expansion? 
Is it finished yet? 

WPP: Not yet. There are still some fin¬ 
al details that are undone. We're working on 
that. 


BISHOP'S GAS PRICE WAR MAY HAVE COME TO A 
truce at mid-week, but by week's end it raged 
on, in the courts and at the pumps. Prices 
that fell to 63 and even 62 cents went back 
up early in the week to pre-war prices. That 
may not last very long and Bishop consumers 
may be in for another treat. Attorney John 
Bush, who represents one of the embattled 
service station owners, said that one of the 
disputants, a representative of Nikolaus' 
Mohawk Station, "came into his office"and an¬ 
nounced he will do battle once more. 
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PATRICK CLARK'S MID-WINTER, CROSS-COUNTRY TREK OVER THE SIERRA: 

WAS IT "STUPID," AS HE SAYS, OR WAS IT A REMARKABLE ACCOMPLISHMENT? 





Nine days in the 
Sierra snows 


When he staggered into the On¬ 
ion Valley area east of Independ¬ 
ence last Sunday afternoon, he 
was frostbitten and incoherent. 
Picked up by two couples in a 
pickup truck , he was brought in¬ 
to town to await (still on his 
feet, above) the arrival of res¬ 
cuers. Later, Patrick Clark, 19, 
of Vacaville, told of his nine- 
day cross-country ski trek over 
the Sierra, west to east, from 
Cedar Grove. Although he adamant¬ 
ly refused to be interviewed, it 
was learned that he keeps him¬ 
self in shape as a mountain hik¬ 
er and member of Solano College's 
running team. Others started the 
trip with him, but backed out. 

He claims that he was never lost 
on the trip and knew where he 
was headed. Why no interview? 

Clark says he won't talk about 
his accomplishment "because it 
was stupid. " Frostbite may cause 
him to lose two of his toes. He re¬ 
mained hospitalized at Lone Pine. 

Photos: John Heston 
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